
      

23rd April, 2020. 

Today’s Communication 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As Anzac Day is approaching, the small number of students on-site have put together a 
wreath and billboard for our front fence to acknowledge this special day. We warmly invite 
our families to add poppies that the children have made, or red and green ribbons, student 
art work, maybe saying thank you or anything appropriate to embrace the ANZAC spirit. You 
can tie them on with string or even cable ties. (We will leave a box near the letter box for 
you to use).  I will take a photo and send it to our local RSL with our sincere thanks.  

Tomorrow, Ben R from year 6 is going to read “In Flanders’s Fields” over the PA during the 
day.  

Google Meet – Coming Next Week!  

Google meet is an on-line face to face video conferencing platform that our teachers will be using 
with the students.  To ensure all safety protocols were in place, we had delayed its roll out; however, 
it will begin next week.  Initially teachers will meet with the students of their class, some in small 
groups and some with the whole class.  Teachers may provide the opportunity for individuals to have 
a 1-to-1 conference. These will be recorded for safety reasons. Please email your teacher this week if 
you don’t want your child to participate in 1-to-1 recorded calls. If you select to not have 1-to-1 
recorded calls, your child will only be able to participate in small group or whole class calls. Your 
child’s teacher will email session times and log in information this Friday.  

Best wishes,  

Julie and the OPS team.  

You may find these tips from Mr Joyce helpful.  

Mr Joyce’s 10 Hot Home Learning Tips for Parents                        

1. Please have some fun. Use simple, easy options for your family while they are learning.  
Be flexible.   
 

2. Know when to ‘pull the plug’ on an activity or call it stumps for the day and be confident 
to do so. 

 
3. Drag out the board games and start the day with a laugh and getting your child to focus 

on an activity that will tune them in for the day.  
 

4. Set reasonable timeframes.  Children do not maintain focus for extended periods of 
time without support.  This time varies according the age and temperament of each 
child.  If needed set a timer and have a ‘red hot crack’ at a task for 15 minutes and stop 
and reflect how it is going.  Short bursts are easier for many children. 



 
5. If your child is not engaging with you easily, model the work that is being asked as we 

do in the classroom.  Start the work and verbalise your thoughts and what you are doing 
to get the task up and running.  Ask your child’s advice if they think you are on the right 
track………  

 
6. Create some fun learning spaces. Eg:  If there is a ‘pull back’ on reading then create a 

cubby that is comfortable and a bit exciting and have your child take some soft toys into 
the cubby and read to them.  Keeping momentum is more important than anything else. 
(Mrs Gleeson said her kids made cubbies using a sheet over the kitchen/dining room 
table).  

 
7. If you are doing a creative writing activity and your child’s handwriting is driving you a 

bit nuts, try to ignore the handwriting as the purpose is the storytelling and this is the 
focus.  Handwriting can be addressed later.  Choose your battles! 

 
8. Spelling can halt output and flow of ideas if either the child or the supervising adult 

place so much emphasis on it that is ‘cripples’ the child’s ability to enjoy having a go at 
an activity. Address spelling later let ideas flow.  Only choose a couple of words that are 
repeatedly wrong at a time at then of the piece. 

  

9. Have lots of brain breaks, we do at school! Go out and shoot some hoops, bounce on 
the trampoline, play marbles, go outside and hang out the washing…….  
 

10. Stories can be performed, a good carrot to offer your children is to take their writing 
and turn it into a puppet show or a little play…let them be creative and have an 
audience for their work. (The dress up box is great for this!) 
 

 

 


